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Please see attached full addressee list  

Dear Colleague 
 

CONTINUATION OF IMMUNISATION PROGRAMMES DURING COVID-19 PANDEMIC 
 

ACTION REQUIRED 
 
Chief Executives must ensure that this information is drawn to the 
attention of all staff involved in vaccination programmes. 

 
The HSCB must ensure that this information is cascaded to all General 
Practitioners. 
  
Introduction 
 
1. The purpose of this letter is to emphasize that maintaining immunisation 

programmes is a key priority to protect public health from other preventable 
infections at this time and in the future.  We are acutely aware of the 
pressures being faced across the entire health and social care system as a 
result of the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.  The establishment of dedicated 
COVID-19 centres is designed to ease some of the strain on general 
practice and should help ensure that routine immunisation can be 
maintained in order to reduce the serious risk of vaccine-preventable 
diseases.   

 
2. The routine immunisation schedules in the UK are based on the 

recommendation of the Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation 
(JCVI).  Careful consideration has been given on the timing of the vaccines 
to be given to protect people against serious infectious diseases, taking in 
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to account the epidemiology of these infections.  It is therefore important 
that every effort is made to ensure key vaccinations continue to be 
completed on time as recommended in the Green Book to maximise 
benefits by protecting people at a time of the greatest risk from these 
infections.  
 

3. The Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) have issued 
a statement https://www.gov.uk/government/groups/joint-committee-on-
vaccination-and-immunisation which advises that where possible, routine 
immunisation services should be maintained in order to reduce the serious 
risk of vaccine-preventable disease.   
 

4. If Practices are struggling to deliver any vaccination service I would urge 
them to raise their particular issues with the Health and Social Care Board. 
 

5. While school based programmes have ceased due to the ongoing 
measures to prevent the spread of COVID-19 they will restart as soon as is 
it is practicable.  
 

Conclusion 
 

6. Vaccination programmes deliver great health benefits to the whole 
population in Northern Ireland.  The continued delivery of these 
programmes would not be possible without the dedication of all staff 
involved in immunisation who are simultaneously contributing to the 
outstanding HSC response to the global outbreak of COVID-19.  We wish to 
take this opportunity to thank all health staff for their continued hard work 
and dedication in responding to the increased pressure during this rapidly 
evolving situation.   

 
Yours sincerely 
 

 

 

Dr Michael McBride 
Chief Medical Officer 

Professor Charlotte McArdle 
Chief Nursing Officer  
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CIRCULATION LIST 
 
Director of Public Health/Executive Medical Director, Public Health Agency 
 (for onward distribution to all relevant health protection staff) 
Assistant Director Public Health (Health Protection), Public Health Agency 
Director of Nursing, Public Health Agency 
Assistant Director of Pharmacy and Medicines Management, Health and Social 
 Care Board, (for onward distribution to all Community Pharmacies) 
Directors of Pharmacy HSC Trusts 
Director of Social Care and Children, HSCB 
Family Practitioner Service Leads, Health and Social Care Board (for cascade to 
 GP Out of Hours services) 
Medical Directors, HSC Trusts (for onward distribution to all Consultant 
 Obstetricians, Paediatricians and other relevant staff) 
Directors of Nursing, HSC Trusts (for onward distribution to all Community 
 Nurses, and Midwives) 
Directors of Children’s Services, HSC Trusts 
RQIA (for onward transmission to all independent providers including 
 independent hospitals) 
Regional Medicines Information Service, Belfast HSC Trust  
Regional Pharmaceutical Procurement Service, Northern HSC Trust 
Professor Donna Fitzsimons, Head of School of Nursing and Midwifery, QUB 
Professor Sonja McIlfatrick, Head of School of Nursing, UU 
Caroline Lee, CEC 
University Health Contacts 
Donna Gallagher, Open University 
Professor Paul McCarron, Head of School of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical 
 Sciences, UU 
 
 
 
 

This letter is available on the Department of Health website at 
https://www.health-ni.gov.uk/topics/professional-medical-and-environmental-

health-advice/hssmd-letters-and-urgent-communications 
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