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To:  All Community Pharmacists 

10th February 2022 

 

Dear colleague 

Medicines Supply Notification: Acetazolamide (Diamox® SR) 250mg MR caps 
   

Summary 

 

 Acetazolamide (Diamox® SR) 250mg modified-release capsules are out of stock from mid-
February until the end of May 2022.  

 Acetazolamide immediate release 250mg tablets remain available and can support an uplift in 
demand.  

 Acetazolamide oral suspension specials are also available in various strengths 
 

Actions Required 

For patients with insufficient supplies, clinicians should consider:  

 prescribing acetazolamide immediate release 250mg tablets and monitoring patients 
after the switch (see supporting information); or  

 prescribing acetazolamide oral suspension specials (various strengths available) if 
acetazolamide 250mg tablets are not appropriate; and  

 deferring initiating any new patients on acetazolamide (Diamox® SR) 250mg modified-
release capsules until the supply issue is resolved. 

 

Supporting Information 

Clinical Information  

Acetazolamide is a carbonic anhydrase inhibitor. In the eye, it decreases the secretion of aqueous 

humour and results in a drop of intraocular pressure. Acetazolamide (Diamox® SR) modified-release 
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capsules are a sustained release formulation designed to obtain a smooth and continuous clinical 

response. This formulation is licensed for the treatment of glaucoma and is administered at a dose of 

250-500mg once daily.  

The licensed dose in glaucoma of acetazolamide immediate release tablets is 250-1000mg per 24 

hours, usually in divided doses (plasma half-life of acetazolamide ~ 4 hours).  

Advanz Pharma has advised that for glaucoma, patients on acetazolamide (Diamox® SR) 250mg 

modified-release capsules twice daily could possibly be switched to acetazolamide 250mg tablets 

four times daily. This conversion is based simply on the maximum licensed dose of each formulation 

and would be at the discretion of the prescriber, as there are no bioequivalence studies comparing 

the two formulations 

The following data provided by the manufacturer from a single dose study of tablets and modified-

release capsules may be helpful when making a dosing decision: 

Formulation  Onset (hours) Peak (hours) Duration (hours) 

Immediate release tablet 1 1-4 8-12 

Modified release 

capsule 

2 3-6 18-24 

 

Modified-release capsules may be better tolerated than the equivalent dose of immediate release 

tablets, possibly due to the avoidance of high peak levels.  

Alternatively, oral suspension specials are available in various strengths. If the liquid is used, dosing 

will be as for the immediate release tablets, with the aforementioned caveats. 

Specials 

The following companies have indicated they can supply specials of acetazolamide oral suspension 

in various strengths (please note, there may be other companies that can manufacture supplies) 

 Eaststone Specials  

 IPS Pharma  

 Nova Labs  

 PCCA Ltd  

 Quantum Pharmaceutical  

 Rokshaw Ltd 
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Any decision to prescribe an unlicensed medicine must consider the relevant guidance and NHS 
Trust or local governance procedures. Please see the links below for further information: 

o Prescribing unlicensed medicines, General Medical Council (GMC); 
o The supply of unlicensed medicinal products, Medicines and Healthcare products 

Regulatory Agency (MHRA); and 
o Professional guidance for the procurement and supply of specials, Royal 

Pharmaceutical Society (RPS). 
 

When prescribing a product that is not licensed in the UK prescribers must indicate on the HS21 

prescription that an unlicensed product is required. This can be done by annotating the prescription 

with the following wording: “special order”  

Please see the following links for further information: 

Acetazolamide 250mg Tablets - Summary of Product Characteristics (SmPC) - (emc) (medicines.org.uk) 

Diamox SR 250mg Prolonged-release Capsules - Summary of Product Characteristics (SmPC) - (emc) (medicines.org.uk)  

 

https://www.gmc-uk.org/ethical-guidance/ethical-guidance-for-doctors/prescribing-and-managing-medicines-and-devices/prescribing-unlicensed-medicines
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/373505/The_supply_of_unlicensed_medicinal_products__specials_.pdf
https://www.rpharms.com/Portals/0/RPS%20document%20library/Open%20access/Support/toolkit/specials-professional-guidance.pdf
https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/product/2785/smpc
https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/product/5669/smpc

