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To:  All Community Pharmacists 

15th February 2022 

 

Dear colleague 

Medicines Supply Notification: Piroxicam (Feldene Melt® ) 20mg orodispersible tablets 
   

Summary 

 Feldene Melt® (piroxicam 20mg orodispersible tablets) are out of stock until late April 2022. 

 Piroxicam 10mg and 20mg capsules remain available and can support an uplift in demand 
during this period  

 Other nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs (NSAIDs) remain available, including 
orodispersible and liquid presentations, as well as licensed solid dosage forms. 

 

Actions Required 

Where patients have insufficient supplies to last until the re-supply date, clinicians should:  

 

 review patients to determine if piroxicam remains the most appropriate NSAID (see 
Supporting Information) and if there is a clinical need for use of the orodispersible 
formulation;  

 if there is no clinical need for this specific NSAID and the patient can swallow solid 
dosage forms, consider use of another NSAID in line with local formulary or 
national/local guidance, as well as previous agents tried; 

  if piroxicam is deemed necessary, consider prescribing piroxicam 10mg or 20mg 
capsules where patient can swallow solid dosage forms, ensuring the patient is 
counselled on the change to formulation (see supporting information below); or  

 for patients who have difficulty swallowing solid dosage forms, refer to BNF for selection 
of an alternative formulation of an NSAID, taking into account local formulary or 
guidance 
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Clinical Information 

Feldene Melt® (piroxicam 20mg orodispersible tablets) is licensed for symptomatic relief of 

osteroarthritis, rheumatoid arthritis or ankylosing spondylitis. Due to its safety profile, piroxicam is not 

a first line option should an NSAID be indicated. 

 

The Northern Ireland Formulary provides detailed information on the safe and cost effective 

prescribing of NSAIDs. 10.1.1. NSAIDs | NI Formulary (hscni.net) 

 

Please refer to the BNF and SPCs for further information on alternative preparations:  

PIROXICAM | Drug | BNF content published by NICE 

Feldene Melt 20mg Tablets - Summary of Product Characteristics (SmPC) - (emc) (medicines.org.uk) 

Piroxicam Capsules 10mg - Summary of Product Characteristics (SmPC) - (emc) (medicines.org.uk)  

Piroxicam Capsules 20mg - Summary of Product Characteristics (SmPC) - (emc) (medicines.org.uk) 

Piroxicam Capsules 20mg - Summary of Product Characteristics (SmPC) - (emc) (medicines.org.uk)  

Non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs | Treatment summary | BNF content published by NICE  

NSAIDs - prescribing issues | Health topics A to Z | CKS | NICE  

 

https://niformulary.hscni.net/formulary/10-0-musculoskeletal-and-joint-diseases/10-1-drugs-use-in-rheumatic-diseases-and-gout/10-1-1-nsaids/
https://bnf.nice.org.uk/drug/piroxicam.html
https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/product/112/smpc
https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/product/5845/smpc
https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/product/5870/smpc
https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/product/5870/smpc
https://bnf.nice.org.uk/treatment-summary/non-steroidal-anti-inflammatory-drugs.html
https://cks.nice.org.uk/topics/nsaids-prescribing-issues/

