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To:  All Community Pharmacists 

29th March 2022 

 

Dear colleague 

Medicines Supply Notification: Disopyramide 100mg and 150mg capsules 
 

  
Summary 

 Supplies of disopyramide 100mg capsules are very limited until the end of March 2022. 

 Disopyramide 150mg capsules are out of stock until the end of March 2022.  

 Disopyramide 250mg MR tablets remain available and can support an increase in demand 
 

Actions Required 

 

NHS provider Trust pharmacy procurement teams should work with appropriate clinical leads 

to:  

 limit supplies of disopyramide 100mg capsules to cover only the immediate demand 

until the re-supply date; and  

 for patients requiring disopyramide 150mg capsules clinicians should discuss 

individual patients with their cardiology specialists for advice on alternative treatment 

options (see supporting information).  

Community pharmacies should note that where patients have insufficient supplies to last 

until the resupply date:  

 pharmacists should refer the patient back to their GP to seek specialist cardiology 

advice on alternative treatment options;  

 for patients requiring disopyramide 150mg capsules pharmacists should refer the 

patient back to their GP to seek specialist cardiology advice on alternative 

treatment options (see supporting information). 
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In all settings patients should be counselled on any new formulation and dose change, and 

advised to report any adverse effects or recurrence of symptoms 

Supporting Information 

 

Clinical information 

 

SPS MI have provided the following advice:  

 

Disopyramide is licensed for the treatment of cardiac arrhythmias, with dose adjusted according to 

response. In addition to immediate release capsule formulations, it is also formulated as a prolonged 

release tablet. As disopyramide tends to be a last line antiarrhythmic agent, alternative treatment 

options are limited, thus switching to another disopyramide formulation would be the preferred option, 

in consultation with cardiology specialists (see dosing information below) 

 

Dosing information 

Disopyramide  

Half-life: 5-8 hours 

 

 Immediate release capsules (100 and 150 mg)  

Licensed dose range: 300 mg to 800 mg daily in divided doses (usually every 6 to 8 hours)  

 

Prolonged-release tablets (250 mg)  

One side has a break-line and the tablets are licensed to be halved.  

Licensed dose range: 250-375 mg (one to one and a half tablets) twice daily.  
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The total daily dose of the immediate release capsules should be converted to the closest equivalent 

dose of the prolonged release tablets administered twice daily. A decision will have to be taken, in 

conjunction with cardiology specialist, on whether to go under or above current dose for those 

patients on doses that cannot be exactly delivered by the prolonged-release tablets. In practice, lower 

dose conversions are likely to be used and the dose titrated up as needed based on response. 

* Patients should be counselled on the new formulation and dose change, and advised to report any 

adverse effects or recurrence of symptoms 

Dosing Guide 

Immediate release capsules 

total daily dose(mg) 

Prolonged-release tablet dose 

regimens (mg) 

Prolonged release tablet total 

daily dose after switch (mg) 

 

300 125 BD or 250 am 125pm 250 to 375 

400 250am 125pm or 250 BD 375 to 500 

500 250 BD 500 

600 375 am 250 pm 625 

700 37 5BD 750 

800 375 BD 750 

 

Please see the following links for further information 

SmPC disopyramide preparations  Search Results - (emc) (medicines.org.uk) 

 

https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/search?q=%22Disopyramide%22

