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To:  All Community Pharmacists 

 

26th May 2022 

 

Dear colleague 

Medicines Supply Notification: Methylphenidate (Xaggitin® XL) 18mg, 27mg, 36mg and 54mg 
prolonged-release tablets 

 
  
Summary 

 Methylphenidate (Xaggitin® XL) 18mg, 27mg and 36mg prolonged-release tablets are out of 
stock until mid-June 2022.  

 Methylphenidate (Xaggitin® XL) 54mg prolonged-release tablets are out of stock until mid-July 
2022.  

 Alternative brands of methylphenidate prolonged-release tablets including Concerta® XL, 
Delmosart® and Xenidate® XL remain available and can support an uplift in demand.  

 Matoride® XL prolonged-release tablets remain available but are unable to support an uplift in 
demand. 

 

Actions Required 

 Where patients have insufficient supplies to last until the re-supply date, clinicians should: • 

 consider prescribing Concerta® XL, Delmosart® or Xenidate® XL brands which can support 
the market during this time, ensuring that the patient is not intolerant to any of the excipients;  

 counsel patients to reassure them that Xaggitin® XL, as well as the abovementioned brands, 
have a similar release profile to Concerta® XL (see supporting information); and  

  reassure patients that any changes to their prescription will be short-term and for the duration 
of the supply issue only, and they have the option to switch back to Xaggitin® XL once the 
supply issue is resolved or continue the brand they have been switched to.  
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Where a patient is due to start methylphenidate treatment, clinicians should:  

 defer starting any new patients on methylphenidate (Xaggitin® XL) prolonged-release tablets 
until the supply issue is resolved; and  

 consider prescribing one of the brands named above that can support an uplift in demand. 
 

 

Supporting information  

Clinical Information  

 

Methylphenidate is a central nervous stimulant available in the UK in various licensed immediate, 

modified-release, oral, and solid dosage forms. It is a schedule 2 controlled drug, licensed for the 

treatment of attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) in children aged over 6 years and 

adolescents and is the usual first line treatment for this condition for both children and adults.  

 

All the modified-release methylphenidate preparations include an immediate-release component as 

well as an extended-release component. This allows for rapid onset of action while avoiding the need 

to take further doses during the day to maintain effect.  

 

The biphasic release profiles of these products, however, are not all equivalent and contain different 

proportions of the immediate-release and modified-release component. The BNF states that different 

versions of modified-release preparations may not have the same clinical effect. To avoid confusion 

between these different formulations of methylphenidate, prescribers should specify the brand to be 

dispensed. Methylphenidate hydrochloride | Drugs | BNFC | NICE 

 

Of the modified-release preparations, Delmosart® , Xaggitin® XL and Xenidate® XL tablets have 

been approved based on bioequivalence data compared to Concerta® XL tablets. Thus, these 

generic brands have been granted replicate marketing authorisation to Concerta® XL on the basis 

that they have satisfied the criteria for equivalent release profile for the reference Concerta® XL 

product. 

https://bnfc.nice.org.uk/drugs/methylphenidate-hydrochloride/#prescribingAndDispensingInformations
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Please see the following links for further information: 

 Concerta® XL prolonged-release tablets SmPC Search Results - (emc) (medicines.org.uk) 

 Delmosart® prolonged-release tablets SmPC Search Results - (emc) (medicines.org.uk) 

 Xaggitin® XL prolonged-release tablets SmPC Search Results - (emc) (medicines.org.uk) 

 Xenidate® XL prolonged-release tablets SmPC Search Results - (emc) (medicines.org.uk) 

 NICE guideline for attention deficit hyperactivity disorder Overview | Attention deficit hyperactivity 
disorder: diagnosis and management | Guidance | NICE 

Extended-release methylphenidate: A review of the pharmacokinetic profiles of available products 

Extended-release methylphenidate: A review of the pharmacokinetic profiles of available products – SPS - Specialist 

Pharmacy Service – The first stop for professional medicines advice 

https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/search?q=Concerta
https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/search?q=%22Delmosart%22
https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/search?q=%22Xaggitin%22
https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/search?q=Xenidate
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ng87
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ng87
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/extended-release-methylphenidate-a-review-of-the-pharmacokinetic-profiles-of-available-products/
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/extended-release-methylphenidate-a-review-of-the-pharmacokinetic-profiles-of-available-products/

