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Pharmaceutical Services, 2 Franklin Street, Belfast BT2 8DQ 

Telephone No. 028 95 36 0333 

 

Medicines Supply Notification: 
Fesoterodine (Toviaz® ) 4mg and 8 mg modified release tablets 

 
Date of issue: 11th  April 2022 
  
Summary 
 

 There will be intermittent supply of fesoterodine (Toviaz® ) 4mg and 8mg modified release 
tablets until the end of April 2022.  

 Alternative antimuscarinic agents remain available and can support an uplift in demand. 

 Generic fesoterodine 4mg and 8mg modified release tablets are being launched and will be 
available from the beginning of May 2022 

 
Actions Required 
 
Where patients have insufficient supplies to last until the re-supply date, 
prescribers should:   

 review if treatment is still required, and if deemed necessary, consider 
prescribing an alternative oral antimuscarinic agent, the choice of which 
will be determined by treatments already tried, if fesoterodine was not 
being used as a first-line treatment; and  

 prescribers and pharmacists should counsel patients on the switch and 
advise them to seek advice from prescribers if there is a worsening in 
symptom control or they experience unacceptable sideeffects 

 

Supporting information  
 
Clinical Information  
 
Fesoterodine is an antimuscarinic agent licensed for the treatment of symptoms (increased urinary 
frequency and/or urgency and/or urgency incontinence) that may occur with overactive bladder 
syndrome. Dose is 4mg to 8mg once daily.  
 
If fesoterodine is not being used as a first line treatment, choice of alternative antimuscarinc agent 
will be determined by treatments previously tried. In addition, some of the standard formulations 
must be administered more than once a day, which may not be as suitable for patients 
accustomed to a once-daily regimen or where adherence may be an issue.  
 
Dry mouth is the most common and troublesome adverse effect of antimuscarinic medications. 
Newer agents such as solifenacin, tolterodine and darifenacin, may cause dry mouth to a lesser 
extent than oxybutynin. Extended-release preparations are also expected to reduce the risk of dry 
mouth. Oxybutynin (standard release) should usually be avoided in elderly, frail patients who are 
at greater risk of adverse reactions. 
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Alternative oral anti-muscarinic agents 
 

Antimuscarinic 
agents 

Oral formulation Dose  Availability  

Solifenacin  5mg and 10mg 
standard release 
tablets 
 
1mg/ml oral 
suspension 

5mg to 10mg OD In stock and can 
support a full uplift in 
demand for the 
immediate release 
tablets 

Tolterodine  1mg and 2mg 
standard release 
tablets 

1mg to 2mg BD In stock and can 
support full uplift in 
demand 

2mg and 4mg XL 
capsules  
 

2mg to 4mg OD In stock and can 
support full uplift in 
demand 

Darifenacin  7.5mg and 15mg 
prolonged release 
tablets  

7.5mg to 15mg OD In stock but cannot 
support an uplift in 
demand 

Trospium  20mg standard 
release tablets 

20mg BD In stock and support 
partial uplift in demand 

60mg prolonged 
release capsules  

60mg OD In stock and can 
support full uplift in 
demand 

Oxybutynin *  2.5mg and 5mg 
standard release 
tablets 
 
2.5mg/5ml and 
5mg/ml oral solution 

5mg BD to TDS 
(2.5mg BD elderly) 

In stock and can 
support a full uplift in 
demand for the 
immediate release 
tablets 

*Lyrinel XL 5mg and 10mg tablets (oxybutynin) are being discontinued in July 2022 
 
Please see the following links for information: 

 SmPC oxybutynin oral preparation    Search Results - (emc) (medicines.org.uk)  

 OXYBUTYNIN HYDROCHLORIDE | Drug | BNF content published by NICE 

 SmPC oral tolteridone preparations Search Results - (emc) (medicines.org.uk) 

 TOLTERODINE TARTRATE | Drug | BNF content published by NICE 

 SmPC solifenacin oral preparations  Search Results - (emc) (medicines.org.uk)     

 SOLIFENACIN SUCCINATE | Drug | BNF content published by NICE 

 SmPC darifenacin oral preparations  Search Results - (emc) (medicines.org.uk) 

 DARIFENACIN | Drug | BNF content published by NICE 

 SmPC trospium oral preparations  Search Results - (emc) (medicines.org.uk) 

 TROSPIUM CHLORIDE | Drug | BNF content published by NICE 
 

http://www.hscbusiness.hscni.net/services/3065.htm
https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/search?q=Oxybutynin
https://bnf.nice.org.uk/drug/oxybutynin-hydrochloride.html
https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/search?q=tolterodine
https://bnf.nice.org.uk/drug/tolterodine-tartrate.html
https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/search?q=solifenacin
https://bnf.nice.org.uk/drug/solifenacin-succinate.html
https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/search?q=Darifenacin
https://bnf.nice.org.uk/drug/darifenacin.html
https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/search?q=trospium
https://bnf.nice.org.uk/drug/trospium-chloride.html

